
nic schools (24% and 36%), the lowest in advanced 

secondary schools – academic secondary schools 

(13% and 20%), higher vocational schools (12% and 

22%, respectively) and vocational schools (15% 

and 19%). Especially Turkish adolescents and ad-

olescents from Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq in 10th 

grade attended schools that do not lead to a uni-

versity entrance qualification exam (73% or 76%). 

The gap between school types in the proportion of 

foreigners or of pupils with a first language other 

than German increased in the past ten years. As a 

result, a smaller proportion of pupils born abroad 

(66%) attended an advanced secondary school 

after compulsory school (15- to 19-year-olds) in the 

2019/20 school year than that of adolescents born 

in Austria (82%). However, the difference in the rate 

of further education did not increase further since 

the introduction of compulsory education or train-

ing to the age of 18 (2017 law). Leaving school ear-

ly is more common among adolescents with a first 

language that is not German (11%) than among ado-

lescents with German as first language (3%). 

04  The number of regular foreign students at 

Austrian public universities reached a proportion 

of 29% of all students at public universities in the 

2020/21 winter semester (78,000; compared to 

76,300 in the 2019/20 winter semester). 74% of the 

foreign students came from EU and EFTA states, 

led by Germany and Italy (South Tyrol). Another 

12,000 were registered at universities of applied 

sciences (proportion of foreigners: 20%; 84% of 

these came from European states, again mainly 

from Germany and Italy, but also with a high share 

of students from central, eastern and southern 

Europe.). In terms of the proportion of foreign 

students in higher education, Austria is one of the 

top European countries after Switzerland. 

Security

Integration Monitoring contains indicators that re-

cord migrants both as perpetrators and as victims 

of criminal acts. Migrants are not only more fre-

quently perpetrators, but also victims of criminal 

acts. In the longer term, this has not changed much.

17  In 2021, the police recorded 267,000 suspects. 

Of these, 104,100 were foreign suspects (39%), 

of which 70% in turn were resident in Austria, 10% 

abroad and 1.5% had an illegal residency status. 

At the beginning of 2022, the total number of pris-

oners was 8,428. Of these, 51% were foreign citi-

zens. These came primarily from Serbia, Roma-

nia, Turkey, Afghanistan, Russia and Slovakia. As 

a result of the pandemic, the incarceration rate 

of foreign citizens decreased in 2021 to 0.26% of 

the foreign population from 0.28% in the previous 

year; the incarceration rate of Austrians stayed 

at the previous year’s level of 0.06%. The decline 

comprised almost all foreign nationalities. With re-

gard to the incarceration rate, at 92 prisoners per 

100,000 inhabitants, Austria lies in the European 

middle field, equivalent to Belgium and Italy. The 

proportion of newly incarcerated foreign citizens 

increased slightly to 56% in 2021 from 55% in 2020.

18  In 2021, with a slight upward trend in the last 

five years, around one third (32%) of the victims of 

criminal acts were foreign citizens. If one uses the 

annual average of foreigners in the population to 

put the figures in perspective (17%), the percent-

age of persons affected is more than double as 

high among foreign nationalities as among Austrian 

citizens (1.5% versus 0.7%). Like in the past five 

years, Africans (3.4%) were especially likely to be 

victims of criminal acts, followed by persons from 

Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq (2.7%). Crimes against 

foreign citizens were committed by both Austrians 

and foreigners. More than one third of all victims 

of criminal acts were adolescents and young adults 

between 15 and 25. 

Work and employment

Besides the education system, the labour market 

is the major engine of integration. The coronavirus 

pandemic had severe effects on the labour market. 

Among foreigners, the labour market participation 

rate fell by -1.7 percentage points in 2020, only to 

rise again by +1.3 percentage points in 2021. In con-

trast, among natives there was a decrease in both 

2020 (-0.9 percentage points) and 2021 (-0.3 per-

centage points). In 2021, the employment-to-popu-

lation ratio of the 15- to 64-year-old foreign popu-

lation dropped to 66% (2019, before the pandemic: 

67%), that of Austrians of the same age to 74% 

(2019: 75%). The unemployment rate (national defi-

nition) decreased to an average of 8% in the sec-

ond year of the pandemic (2020: 10%), but was 

still higher than the 2019 figure (7%). This applied 

equally to foreign workers at 12% (2019: 11%) and 

nationals at 6.8% (2019: 6.4%). The proportion of 

long-term unemployed among all unemployed rose 

significantly and amounted to 24% in 2021 (2019: 

16%). The industry-specific patterns of employment 

are different for people with and without a migrant 

background, which explains the higher number of 

migrants who lost their jobs in the pandemic. More 

immigrants work in the hospitality industry (9.2%, 

compared to 3.6% of the general population), 

in construction (8.9%, compared to 7.1%) and in 

transport (6.3%, compared to 4.6%). Migrants also 

work more frequently in trade (15.8 % compared 

to 13.7%), especially the second generation (21.9% 

compared to 14.7%). In contrast, workers without 

a migrant background work more frequently in 

health and social care (11.5% compared to 10%), in 

public administration and defence (8.6% compared 

to 2.7%) and in education (7.4% compared to 5.3%).

07  In 2021, the employment rate of people with 

a migrant background was at 66%, 8 percentage 

points lower than that of people without a migrant 

background. The rate among third-country nation-

als is particularly low, and has also declined some-

what among people from EU states since 2004. 

Women from third countries have attained a signifi-

cantly lower labour market participation rate than 

the overall average of 68% for women. The rate was 

(1,695), Pakistan (1,362), Iraq (1,052) and Ban-

gladesh (1,027). In comparison to the previous 

year, the number of asylum applications for all the 

nationalities mentioned increased; for the largest 

groups of Syrian and Afghan citizens it rose to 

about three times the 2020 figure.

Increase in the foreign resident population

- The foreign resident population in Austria was 

around 1.587 million persons at the start of 2022. 

This represents 18% of the total population.

- On a yearly average, in 2021 some 2.240 million 

people with a migrant background lived in Austria. 

In relation to the total population in private house-

holds, this represents 25%. Around 1.635 million 

people belong to the so-called “first generation” 

as they were born abroad and moved to Austria. 

The remaining 605,000 persons with a migrant 

background are persons born in Austria to parents 

born abroad (“second generation”).

- Germans continue to make up by far the largest 

group of foreign nationals living in Austria. On 

1 January 2022, almost 217,000 Germans lived 

in Austria, followed by 138,000 Romanians. 

These come right before the Serbian (122,000) 

and Turkish (118,000) nationals. Bosnia and Her-

zegovina occupied fifth place (97,000). Next 

followed citizens from Croatia, Hungary, Syria, 

Poland and Slovakia on places six to ten. 

Birth rate

- In 2021, 86,078 children were born in Austria, 

while 91,962 people died. The rate of natural in-

crease (the difference between live births and 

deaths) was therefore clearly negative, with 5,884 

persons. Foreign nationals had a birth surplus 

(11,356 persons), Austrian citizens a death surplus 

(17,240 persons).

- On average, in 2021 women in Austria had 1.48 

children. Those born here gave birth on average 

to 1.41 children, those born abroad in contrast to 

1.73. The fertility of naturalised women, at 1.45 

children, was almost exactly the average fertility 

rate in Austria, while women with a foreign nation-

ality had significantly more children (1.75).

particularly low for women from Afghanistan, Syria 

and Iraq at 13%, followed by Turkish women at 47%. 

08  Professional status differs clearly between 

people with and without a migrant background. 

In 2021, around 37% of immigrants, but only 18% 

of the population without a migrant background, 

were labourers. In contrast, 66% of natives and only 

52% of immigrants were permanent employees, 

civil servants, contract agents or independent con-

tractors. The professional status of the migrants 

changes quickly between generations. While 40% 

of the first generation were still labourers and 9% 

self-employed outside of agriculture, the propor-

tion of labourers in the second generation dropped 

to 19%, that of the self-employed outside of agri-

culture to 5%; in contrast, the proportion of perma-

nent employees grew from 49% to 67%. But there 

are significant differences based on country of or-

igin. People from the former Yugoslavia (non-EU) 

and the EU accession states since 2007 had the 

lowest proportions of self-employed (around 5% 

each), while this figure was highest (14%) for peo-

ple from pre-2004 EU states, EFTA and the United 

Kingdom. Across groups, men are more likely to be 

self-employed than women.

Family structures

Family structures are one of the factors that re-

flect social identification with the host society. 

Here, marriage relationships play a special role. A 

high rate of marriages outside one’s ethno-cultural 

group (exogamy) is often regarded as an indicator 

of mutual acceptance. 

One sees that as the length of stay increases, so 

does the likelihood of selecting a partner in Austria. 

Between 1991 and 2021, there was a constant in-

crease in marriages with a foreign partner in Austria 

– by approximately 14 percentage points to 33% of 

all opposite-sex marriages.

23  A total of more than 40,400 opposite-sex 

marriages were concluded in Austria in 2021, 

around 1,000 more than in the previous year, but 

still significantly fewer than before the pandemic 

(2019: 45,000). The proportion of couples in which 

one person came from abroad was 22%. Although 

the number of marriages in which both spous-

es were born in Austria remained stable (27,200), 

their proportion dropped by approx. 3 percentage 

points to 67%. The share of marriages in which both 

spouses were born abroad increased to 11% (9.5% in 

2020). The number of same-sex marriages also in-

creased slightly from the previous year, by 612 cas-

es to 632. For these marriages, one person comes 

from abroad in 31% of the cases, while both bride 

and groom come from abroad in 9% of the cases. 

The tendency towards a greater internationalisa-

tion of marriages thus continued. This is a result 

of the increased immigration, which is also a fam-

ily migration. The majority of spouses born abroad 

came from an EU state (4,700), mainly Germany. 

In 2021, 4,100 spouses came from third countries, 

for the most part from Turkey and from the for-

mer Yugoslavia (excluding EU states). The average 

household size in 2021 was slightly higher in the 

population with a migrant background (2.6) than 

in that without a migrant background (2.1). Turkish 

households had the highest number of household 

members (3.3 persons), followed by households 

from Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq (3.2 persons). 

- Among the immigrant groups with a long migra-

tion history, an overwhelming majority felt that 

they belonged to Austria: 80% of those born in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, 76% of those born in 

Serbia and 70% of those born in Turkey agreed. 

Moreover, the longer the stay, the higher the 

agreement, ranging from 59% (stay of one to less 

than five years) to 65% (five to 15 years) to 79% 

(more than 15 years).

- Immigrants with a recent migration history also 

have high approval rates: 81% of those born in 

Afghanistan, 79% of those born in Syria and 75% 

of those born in the Russian Federation feel they 

belong to Austria. In this case, however, there is a 

decreasing trend with longer length of stay. 

- When asked whether they felt more a sense of 

belonging to Austria or to their country of origin, 

75% of those born in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

68% of those born in Serbia and 73% of those 

born in Turkey declared themselves to belong to 

Austria. 86% of persons from Afghanistan, 79% 

of those from Syria and 82% of those from the 

Russian Federation chose Austria. However, this 

question increasingly led to missing answers and 

should therefore be interpreted with caution.

- On the question of whether and how coexis-

tence with immigrants had changed in the past 

three years, around one fifth of Austrians stated 

that it had improved (21%) and around one third 

that it had worsened (33%). For just under half 

(46%), coexistence has not changed in the past 

three years. The perception is similar in the immi-

grant groups with longer migration histories, but 

the immigrant groups with more recent migration 

histories generally rate the change in coexistence 

as significantly better.

- When asked whether their personal living situa-

tion had improved in the past three years, 30% of 

Austrians answered in the affirmative. Immigrants 

from Bosnia and Herzegovina saw an improve-

ment in 35%, those from Serbia in 31% and those 

from Turkey in 25%.

Social and health issues

The topics under the rubric “social and health is-

sues” are very heterogeneous. On the one hand, 

they refer to income and risk of poverty; on the other, 

to life expectancy and health. 

13  The average net annual income (median) of 

employees who were employed all year round was 

¤ 27,596 in 2020, and thus ¤ 835 higher than in 2019 

(¤ 26,761), despite the pandemic. In this group, Aus-

trians earned ¤ 1,112 more (+4%), foreigners ¤ 4,413 

less (-16%). Only persons from pre-2004 EU states, 

EFTA states and the United Kingdom earned as 

much as Austrians on average. Groups of all other 

origins had a lower median net annual income, with 

the differences between the groups being relatively 

slight. The proportion of workers in low-wage indus-

tries, where hourly wages are less than two-thirds of 

the median, fell by three percentage points among 

immigrants to 23% between 2015 and 2020. For 

those born in third countries it was 27%. 207,000 

people (2.3% of the population) received minimum 

benefits or social assistance in 2020. 

14  In Austria, 18% of the population was at risk of 

poverty or marginalisation in 2020. People born in 

third states were most at risk (43%), people born 

in Austria the least (14%). A total of 4% were at 

multiple risk of poverty and exclusion, migrants to 

a greater extent than people born in Austria (10% 

versus 3%). In 2020, social benefits reduced the 

poverty risk on average to almost half the persons. 

Social benefits were especially effective at reduc-

ing poverty among persons from Turkey (29% com-

pared to 58%), the former Yugoslavia excluding EU 

states (24% compared to 44%) and from other third 

countries (46% compared to 65%). In comparison 

with 2019, the risk of poverty without welfare ben-

efits increased in 2020 among people from Turkey 

(58% compared to 52%) and other third countries 

(65% compared to 61%), while it remained almost 

unchanged among Austrians and EU citizens.

15  Life expectancy at birth, which had already 

dropped in the previous year due to the pandemic, 

remained at a low level and in 2021 it was only slight-

ly different between people born in Austria and 

Austrians. The opposite is true for Turkish workers, 

with a proportion of persons who only completed 

compulsory education of 49%. Among the work-

ing population, the share of skilled labourers with 

intermediate qualifications from the former Yugo-

slavia (non-EU) was especially high at 44%, as was 

that from Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia (41%). In 

2020/21, 6,600 persons had their foreign qualifi-

cations evaluated/recognised. Half were citizens 

of EU states, another 12% were Austrians. Evalu-

ated/recognised qualifications included especially 

university degrees (52%) followed by intermediate 

qualifications (27%). Among the youths aged 15 to 

24, 8% were not in education, employment or train-

ing (NEET). In youths with a migrant background, 

the share was much higher at 13% than in youths 

without a migrant background (7%). 

11  Foreign citizens are less likely to be long-term 

unemployed (longer than twelve months without a 

job) than Austrians (2021: 18.6% compared to 27%), 

in part because they frequently do not fulfil the 

requirements for receiving unemployment assis-

tance. The share was highest among nationals of 

the states of the former Yugoslavia excluding EU 

states (25.6%) and Turkey (21.6%). The number of 

training participants increased by 23.2% (+13,200) 

in 2021 after decreasing by 7.8% (- 4900) in 2020 

due to the pandemic.

12  Young people (15-24 years) showed – after a 

considerable increase in unemployment in 2020 

– a significant decrease in the number of unem-

ployed in 2021 (-30% compared to 2020), which 

was slightly lower for foreign young people (-28%) 

than for Austrians (-32%). Consequently, the youth 

unemployment rate (national definition) dropped 

to 6.5% in 2021, to 9.1% for foreign youths and 5.8% 

for Austrians. At 21.9%, it is highest for youths 

from the refugee countries of Afghanistan, Syria 

and Iraq (28.4% in 2020), while it is lowest for 

youths from pre-2004 EU states, EFTA states or 

the United Kingdom (5.2%, compared to 8.1% in 

the previous year).

Housing and residential context

Access to housing is important for the integra-

tion of migrants. Income and wealth, as well as the 

planned duration of their stay in Austria, deter-

mine whether people are able to invest in property 

or rent. In view of the high proportion of migrants 

with a low income, the majority live in rented homes 

(70%) that are often poorly equipped and con-

strained in space. Over the past ten years, especial-

ly migrants from the former Yugoslavia (non-EU) 

and Turkey have invested more in home ownership. 

This brought them closer to the home ownership 

rate of migrants from the EU. Because the demand 

for foreign labour is greater in cities than in rural ar-

eas, migrants tend to live in agglomeration centres, 

and then often in residential areas with heavy traf-

fic and in less prestigious neighbourhoods.

19  In 2021, the average living area per capita in 

Austria was 46 m2. Households with a migrant ref-

erence person on average had 31  m2 per capita 

available, households with a non-migrant reference 

person had 52 m2. The lowest available space per 

capita was in Turkish households (24 m2), followed 

by households from other third countries (27 m2) 

and the former Yugoslavia (non-EU) at 28 m2. The 

housing situation of immigrants improved with the 

length of their stay. Second-generation households 

on average had 37  m2 per capita available, com-

pared to 31 m2 for the first generation.

20  The ratio of housing costs to income is signifi-

cantly higher among immigrants. In 2020, around 

16% of households in the general population stat-

ed that they spend more than 25% of household 

income on housing costs, compared to 40% of 

households headed by immigrants. That means 

that since 2015, this proportion has dropped by 0.7 

percentage points for those born in Austria, while it 

has increased by 1.6 percentage points for migrants 

since then. At 3.5%, the proportion of people that 

live in housing with a very poor standard of living is 

also almost twice as high among immigrants.

Naturalisations

In Austria, naturalisation is regarded as a sign of 

full integration and final arrival in Austrian society. 

In light of the length of the required legal and con-

tinuous residency in Austria (ten years, reduced to 

six years in exceptional cases), the naturalisation 

trends follow the immigration waves by around ten 

years. In 2019, 10,500 people became naturalised 

Austrian citizens. After a pandemic-related slump 

in 2020 (8,800), there were slightly more natural-

isations again in 2021 with 9,700. Since the turn of 

the millennium, more than 370,000 people have 

been granted the Austrian citizenship. The natu-

ralisation rate (naturalisations as a percentage of 

foreigners living in Austria) was 0.6% in 2021. Com-

pared to other EU countries, Austria has one of the 

lowest naturalisation rates ; only some Central and 

Eastern European countries as well as Denmark 

have lower rates.

24  Of the 9,700 foreigners who chose to be natu-

ralised in Austria in 2021, 34% were born here. The 

majority had a legal claim to the Austrian nation-

ality (64%), while the rest obtained it due to a dis-

cretionary decision (9%) or an extension (27%), e.g. 

to spouses and/or children. The largest numbers 

of naturalisations were among citizens of Turkey 

(1,100), Bosnia and Herzegovina (921) as well as Ser-

bia (782). The naturalisation rate for persons from 

other EU and EFTA states and the United Kingdom 

(UK) was lower. On the other hand, it was signifi-

cantly higher for third-country nationals, and high-

est for nationals of Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq. 5% 

of this group with a residency of at least ten years in 

Austria was naturalised in 2021, followed by persons 

from other third countries (3%) and by persons from 

the former Yugoslavia (excluding the EU states) and 

Turkey (1% each). The new citizens are largely young 

– 32% were under the age of 18. 

- People from Afghanistan (73%), Syria (71%) and 

the Russian Federation (54%) saw an improve-

ment in their living situation much more often. 

- Another block of questions dealt with experiences 

of discrimination of immigrants. About every 

fourth person born in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(27%) or Serbia (24%) had at least occasional-

ly the feeling of being discriminated against be-

cause of their origin in the last twelve months. 

Such experiences were even more common for 

persons born in Turkey: 44% felt disadvantaged 

at least occasionally in the last twelve months, 

and only 28% stated that this was never the case. 

In the immigrant groups with a recent migration 

history, the proportions are similarly high: 45% of 

immigrants from Afghanistan and 40% each of 

immigrants from Syria and the Russian Federa-

tion felt at least occasionally that they were dis-

advantaged because of their origin.

- In order to record attitudes towards minorities 

and religious communities, both Austrians and 

immigrants were asked whether it would bother 

them if a person from a certain group were their 

neighbour. It turned out that a quarter of the Aus-

trians would not like to have asylum applicants or 

refugees as neighbours. Immigrants have a more 

positive attitude towards asylum applicants and 

refugees, but their scepticism is still comparative-

ly high: the percentage of people who would be 

bothered by having asylum applicants or refu-

gees as neighbours is 14% (immigrant groups with 

a longer migration history) and 16% (immigrant 

groups with a more recent migration history).

- Apart from asylum applicants and refugees, 

Austrians are also rather sceptical towards Mus-

lims: Just under one fifth (18%) would find it in-

convenient to have a Muslim as a neighbour. The 

proportions are significantly lower with regard 

to Christians and Jews (7% each). Among immi-

grants, the proportions hardly vary between the 

individual religious communities. The rejection 

is lowest in the immigrant groups with a longer 

history of migration (Christians: 6%, Muslims: 9%, 

09  In 2021, the annual average supply of native em-

ployees decreased slightly (-25,600 or -1%), but for 

foreign workers, as in previous years, it increased 

significantly (+35,500, +4%). After a dramatic 

slump in salaried employment by 80,100 people 

(-5%) in 2020, employment recovered again in 2021 

by +87,800 people (+2%) and was thus slightly 

above the 2019 level. In 2021, the number of unem-

ployed nationals decreased by -51,000 (-19%) after 

an increase of +64,000 (+31%) in 2020. Among for-

eigners, the decrease was -26,900 (-19%) in 2021, 

after an increase of +44,300 (+46%) in 2020. As 

a consequence, the unemployment rate (people 

registered as unemployed at the Public Employ-

ment Service) increased by -1.5 percentage points 

to 6.8% (Austrians) and -3.4 percentage points to 

11.9% (foreigners). The unemployment rate of for-

eign males showed the largest decrease (-3.5 per-

centage points to 10.8%), followed by foreign fe-

males (-3.2 percentage points to 13.6%), while that 

of native females and males fell by 1.6 percentage 

points to 6.4% and 7.2% respectively. The highest 

unemployment rate continued to be among per-

sons from Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq, at 34%.

10  The education level of the employed is very 

heterogeneous and depends on the area of origin. 

The highest levels of education are found among 

employed people from pre-2004 EU states, EFTA 

states or the United Kingdom: in 2021, 50% had a 

university degree, compared to 22% of Austrians, 

and only 4% had compulsory education as their 

highest educational attainment, compared to 8% of 

people born abroad. Among those born abroad, 

it was 78.4 years for men and 83.2 years for women, 

which is by 0.4 years or respectively 0.7 years lower 

than the life expectancy of people born in Austria. 

The lowest life expectancy was for men and wom-

en from the former Yugoslavia excluding EU states 

(75.6 and 80.0 years, respectively). The life expec-

tancy of people from pre-2004 EU states, EFTA 

countries or the United Kingdom was higher than 

that of Austrians. Persons from other third countries 

on average also had a higher life expectancy than 

men and women born in Austria. Stillbirths and in-

fant deaths occur about as frequently among moth-

ers born abroad as among mothers born in Austria 

(3.6 stillbirths per 1,000 live births and 2.8 infant 

deaths per 1,000 live births versus 3.6 and 2.7‰). 

16  According to the 2019 health survey, 23% 

of men and 18% of women older than 15 smoked 

daily. Among the population with a migrant back-

ground, the proportion of daily smokers was high-

er among both sexes (men: 29%, women: 21%) than 

in the population without a migrant background 

(men: 21%, women: 17%). Smoking on a daily basis 

was particularly common among people from the 

former Yugoslavia (non-EU) and Turkey as well as 

from the EU accession states since 2004 (men 31% 

and women 25%). Based on their own statements, 

the proportion of people who were severely over-

weight (obese) was higher among people with a 

migrant background (men: 22%; women: 18%) than 

among those without a migrant background (men: 

17%; women: 14%). There were high proportions of 

severely overweight people from the former Yugo-

slavia (non-EU) and Turkey (men: 28%, women: 

26%). Persons with a migrant background made 

less use of early detection/screening and health 

offerings than the general population; for instance, 

they went to a general practitioner less frequent-

ly (especially people from the EU accession states 

after 2004) and visited the dentist less frequently 

(especially people from the former Yugoslavia out-

side the EU and from Turkey). Persons with a mi-

grant background were also less likely to have all 

their vaccinations in place than locals. 

21  In 2021, 43% of households in Austria lived in 

rented apartments, 48% in their own homes and 9% 

in other forms of housing (e.g. company housing). 

Of the households with a migrant background, 70% 

lived in rented homes, compared to 35% of house-

holds without a migrant background. The propor-

tion of households in rental apartments was high-

est for reference persons from other states (82%) 

and Turkey (78%). As the length of stay increas-

es, the share of homeowners also increases, from 

24% among first-generation immigrants to 33% in 

the second generation. However, the proportion 

remains significantly lower than for those without a 

migrant background (55%).

22  Immigrants are more likely to live in cities than 

in rural areas. At the beginning of 2022, around 

39% of people born in a foreign country lived in 

Vienna alone, compared to 17% of the Austrian- born 

population. The concentration in Vienna is highest for 

third-country nationals: 41% of people from Turkey 

and the former Yugoslavia (non-EU) lived in Vienna, 

followed by those from Afghanistan at 49% and 

those from other third countries at a good 52%. 

44% of all people born in Austria live in municipal-

ities with fewer than 5,000 inhabitants, in contrast 

to just 19% of first-generation immigrants. In the last 

ten years, the number of municipalities that had a 

proportion of more than 25% of immigrants rose 

significantly, from 27 in 2012 to 72 in 2022. The pro-

portion of people born abroad that live in munici-

palities with an immigrant population of more than 

25% was at 61% in 2022. In 2012, it was only 47%. 

Apart from larger cities, some tourism communities 

and some border towns and localities with larger 

refugee accommodation facilities are among the 

municipalities with a particularly high proportion of 

immigrants. 

With regard to the spatial segregation of foreign-

ers, the segregation index shows that it is lowest for 

the Hungarian and German populations and high-

est for people from Serbia, Iran, North Macedonia 

and Poland. 

Subjective views on the integration climate

In addition to the statistics, which are used as 

objective indicators of integration, Integration 

Monitoring also includes subjective perceptions 

of integration, on the one hand from the perspec-

tive of those born in Austria, and on the other hand 

from the perspective of the immigrants. The sur-

vey was conducted as an online survey, could be 

answered in German, Arabic, Bosnian/Croatian/

Serbian, Dari/Farsi, Pashto, Russian or Turkish, and 

comprised three samples: one from the population 

born in Austria (1,143 persons), another one from 

the population whose country of birth was Bosnia 

and Herzegovina (373), Serbia (274) and Turkey 

(334), and a third one from the population that fled 

to Austria from the most frequent countries of birth 

of refugee immigration between 2012 and 2021 

(385 from Afghanistan, 408 from Syria, 314 from 

the Russian Federation).

25  About one-third (34%) of the Austrians rated 

the coexistence with migrants as “very good” or 

“rather good”, while one quarter (25%) held the 

view that it worked “rather badly" or “very badly”. 

However, the frequency of contact with immi-

grants plays a role in this assessment: The number 

of Austrians who rarely or never have any contact 

with migrants and who responded that they rate 

coexistence as “very good” or “rather good” was 

significantly lower than for those who have more 

frequent contact. People born in Bosnia and Her-

zegovina or Serbia rated coexistence significantly 

more favourably than people born in Austria. 60% 

and 59% respectively described it as “very good” 

or “rather good”. However, this proportion is lower 

among those born in Turkey at 43%. Coexistence is 

rated best by immigrants from Afghanistan, Syria 

and the Russian Federation. Also, in the immigrant 

groups, people who rarely or never have contact 

with Austrians rate the coexistence worse than 

those who have more frequent contact. 

Jews: 7%). In the immigrant groups with a recent 

migration history, it is comparatively high for all 

groups (Christians: 15%, Muslims: 16%, Jews: 14%).

- Within the immigrant groups with a longer migra-

tion history, the scepticism towards homosexual 

and bisexual persons is greatest: 15% would find 

it inconvenient to have persons from this group 

as neighbours. Among Austrians, scepticism is 

lowest (8%).

- The Integration Survey 2022 also included ques-

tions on the topic of lifestyle in order to measure 

subjectively perceived cultural distances from 

the perspective of the foreign-born popula-

tion. Almost three out of four immigrants stated 

that they orientated their lives towards both the 

Austrian way of life and the way of life in their 

country of origin and tried to combine them. 

Around 23% (immigrant groups with a longer 

migration history) and 22% (immigrant groups 

with a more recent migration history) were more 

oriented towards the Austrian way of life.

- In addition, the Integration Survey 2022 for the 

first time surveyed the frequency of use of dif-

ferent types of media as well as the language in 

which the media were used. Social media play a 

much greater role for the foreign-born popula-

tion than for those born in Austria. In contrast, 

daily television consumption was significantly 

more common among Austrians and immigrants 

from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia or Turkey 

than among those born in Afghanistan, Syria or 

the Russian Federation. Around one third of im-

migrants from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia 

and Syria watched television media in the lan-

guage of their countries of origin daily. Among 

those born in Turkey, the figure was significantly 

higher (58%), while among those born in Afghan-

istan and the Russian Federation, it was consid-

erably lower (around 15% each). Similar patterns 

emerged with social media.

Demographic situation
As part of the National Action Plan for Integration, 

integration indicators were defined to render mea-

surable the various dimensions of the integration 

process in Austria and establish long-term integra-

tion monitoring. Using the 25 defined integration 

indicators, especially the five core indicators, and 

taking into account the demographic situation and 

the subjective points of view, the current state of 

immigration and integration in Austria for 2020/21 

and the significant changes from the previous years 

can be summarised as follows:

Number of people moving in and away back 

to the pre-pandemic level

- After the number of people migrating to and from 

Austria had decreased in 2020 due to the pan-

demic, in 2021 these figures were back to pre-pan-

demic levels (154,200 immigrations, 101,700 em-

igrations). This resulted in net immigration of 

around 52,500 people.

- Among the people moving to Austria in 2021 were 

14,700 returning Austrian citizens and 85,600 

other citizens from EU or EFTA states or the 

United Kingdom (GB). The largest group was 

from Germany with 19,400, followed by Roma-

nia (17,900) and Hungary (9,600). Immigrants 

from third countries (53,900) represented 35% 

of all immigrants. Refugee migration from Syria 

(13,400) accounted for a quarter of this figure. 

There were 2,300 people moving in from Afghan-

istan, 1,200 from Iran. Immigrants from countries 

of the former Yugoslavia (non-EU) accounted for 

an influx of 11,500 in total.

- At 39,930 asylum applications, significantly more 

people sought asylum in Austria in 2021 than in 

2020 (14,775) or 2019 (12,886). The last time 

the number of asylum applications was higher 

was in 2016 (42,285). Of the applications made 

in 2021, 37,920 were first-time asylum applica-

tions, and 2010 were so-called follow-up applica-

tions (2020: 1,359). In 2021, most asylum seekers 

in Austria came from Syria (16,281), followed by 

Afghanistan (8,739) and Morocco (1,920). Other 

important countries of origin included Somalia 

Language and education

German language proficiency is an important con-

tributor to the integration process. It eases interac-

tions with the host society, with the authorities and 

with care institutions. Education is also a central as-

pect of integration. The educational level of the for-

eign population (25 to 64-year-olds) has increased 

significantly over time. The proportion of foreigners 

with only compulsory education dropped to 25% 

(1981: 70%, 2001: 53%) in 2021, while the proportion 

of academics stood at 29% (1981: 6%, 2001: 10%). 

01 02  Learning German starts in kindergarten. 

However, the corona pandemic caused the pro-

portion of 1- to 5-year-olds with foreign nation-

ality in childcare outside the home to decrease 

from 70% in 2019 to 67% in 2020. The propor-

tion of Austrian children of the same age group in 

childcare remained largely stable (74.9% in 2019; 

74.5% 2020). The decline mainly affected younger 

children, among which foreign children are more 

often cared for in their own households. The pro-

portion of children with a first language other than 

German in elementary childcare centres increased 

slightly to 32% in the 2020/21 kindergarten year 

compared to 2015/16, with the language diversity 

increasing. According to the language ability test 

conducted for entire Austria, 41,500 4- and 5-year-

olds (24%) were in need of German- language sup-

port at the start of the 2020/21 kindergarten year. 

By the end of the kindergarten year, the propor-

tion had dropped by almost a fifth to 19%.

03  In the 2020/21 school year, the proportion of 

foreigners among all pupils hardly changed from 

the previous year (17%). This was also true for the 

proportion of pupils with a first language other 

than German, although their proportion was sig-

nificantly higher at 27%. The highest proportion of 

foreigners, or the proportion of pupils with a first 

language other than German, was found in spe-

cial needs schools (28% and 42%) and polytech-

05 06  In a long-term comparison, the level of 

education of the population with a migrant back-

ground has significantly improved. In 2021, a 

quarter (24%) of 25- to 64-year-olds had com-

pulsory school as their highest qualification, 

while 53% had an intermediate or higher level of 

education and 24% had a university qualification. 

Among first-generation immigrants, the share of 

persons with at most a compulsory school de-

gree was 24%, while this dropped to 17% in the 

second generation. In the second generation, 

the proportion of intermediate qualifications 

(apprenticeship, intermediate vocational school) 

increased to 46% – compared to 31% in the first 

generation – and thus came closer to the propor-

tion in the general population (54%). 

Fields of action and integration indicators
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Level of education of people aged 25 to 64 years in 2021Level of education of people aged 25 to 64 years in 2021
by migrant background 

Total Without
migrant

background

With
migrant

background

Pre-2004 
EU countries,

EFTA, GB

EU accession 
countries 

2004

EU accession
countries

since 2007

Former 
Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

Turkey Other
countries

Completed level of education:

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, 
labour force survey (microcensus) 
average of all weeks of a year - 
population in private households, 
migration statistics

Tertiary education

Academic secondary school (AHS),
higher vocational school (BHS),
post-secondary VET course (Kolleg)

Apprenticeship, intermediate 
vocational school (BMS)

Compulsory school
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33%

17%
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5%5%5%

34%

30%

30%
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35%

25%

19%

27%

45%

17%

11%

52%

30%

11%

7%

29%

17%

19%

35%

i5

S.: AMS AUSTRIA, employment market survey/stats

Nationality

Total

Austrian

Non-Austrian

Turkey

Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq

Pre-2004 EU countries, EFTA, GB

EU accession countries 2004

Former Yugoslavia (non-EU)

Total

Other Countries

Unemployment rate 2021 
by nationality with change since previous year in percentage points   

EU accession countries since 2007

8.0%

6.8 %

11.9%

7.0%

6.9%

12.4%

13.0%

17.8%

34.0%

15.8%

(-1.9)

(-1.6)

(-3.4)

(-2.3)

(-2.8)

(-4,1)

(-2.6)

(-4.0)

(-7.8)

(-5.1)
15 –24 25–34 35–44 45–54 55–64 years

30
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S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, labour force survey (microcensus) average of all
weeks of a year - population in private households, migration statistics

Employment rates 2021
by age and migrant background 
In % of population of the same age with same migrant background

EU accession 
countries since 2007

EU accession 
countries 2004

With migrant 
background

Without migrant 
background

Total

Former Yugoslavia 
(non-EU)

Other countries

Turkey

Pre-2004 
EU countries/EFTA/GB

i7

i9



23,097

569

13,365

3,075

11,520

2,304

The Austrian population by citizenship and country of birth or migrant background
in overview 

Second immigrant generation
born in Austria

First immigrant generation
born abroad

605,300 = 6.9%

Population without migrant background
at least one parent born in Austria

Population with migrant background
both parents born abroad

6,567,000 = 74.6% 2,240,300 = 25.4%

1,635,000 = 18.6%

Population in institutions

135,271
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7,392,220 = 82.3%

6,885,692 = 76.7% 250,811 = 2.8% 358,599 = 4.0%506,528 = 5.6% 1,335,898 = 14.4%

1,586,709 = 17.7% 543,788 = 6.1%

433,511 = 4.8%

Foreign born population

1,842,426 = 20.5%

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, population statistics, 
adjusted labour force statistics, microcensus
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Asylum recognitions
in European countries

2021
Total: 138,350

Total:  6,420
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Foreign nationals
Top 10 nationalities on 1 January 2022

Germany
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Turkey

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Croatia

Hungary
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Slovakia
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S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, population statistics

Austria

Romania

Turkey

Former Yugoslavia
(non-EU)

Afghanistan

Syria

EU accession countries 2004
 (without Hungary) 

Hungary

Other countries

Pre-2004 EU countries, 
EFTA, GB (without Germany)

Immigration to and emigration from Austria 2021
by nationality

Development of the proportion
of foreign citizens in Austria
1961 – 2022

Net migration in Austria (difference between immigration and emigration)
1961 – 2021

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, migration statistics

14,659

9,632

17,912

11,881

13,898 10,131

EU accession countries since 2007 
(without Romania)12,912 6,133

9,845

13,318

7,702

17,140

Germany19,378 11,024

Iraq

Syria

Iraq

644

Turkey

Former Yugoslavia
(non-EU)

Other countries 13,683

601

2,281

8,014

Afghanistan 1,198

Population with migrant background 2021
by immigrant generation

Persons (in 1,000)

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, labour force survey (microcensus),
annual average over all weeks – population in private households

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, migration balance statistics

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, population statistics

263
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA/GB

44
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA/GB                    

66
EU accession
countries 2004

75
EU accession
countries
since 2007

188
Former Yugoslavia
(non-EU)

123
Turkey

91
Other countries

232
EU accession
countries 2004

215
EU accession
countries
since 2007

396
Former Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

163
Turkey

258
Other countries

307
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA/GB

298
EU accession
countries 2004

290
EU accession
countries
since 2007

584
Former Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

286
Turkey

127
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

108
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

19
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

349
Other countries

Total population on 1 January 2022 8,978,929 = 100.0%

Population living in private households 8,807,300 = 100.0%
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Spain
Sweden
Finland
Ireland
Poland

Lithuania
Luxembourg

Denmark
Cyprus

Czechia
Slovakia

EFTA member states*:

Switzerland

EU member states:

Germany
France
Greece
Austria

Belgium
Netherlands

Italy

3,225
1,715

1,095
1.020

845
725

400
325
200

25

40,125
31,280

13,760
12,031

8,875
8,585

7,485
5,405

Norway
5,360

1,000

19
9

0

66,090

46,707

216,731

138,408

121,613

117,625

97,347

95,297

94,411

68,358

-24,543

Second
generationTotal

First
generation

to Austria
2021

Total: 154,202

from Austria
2021

Total: 101,714

Austrian nationals

Born in Austria Born in Austria In Austria for 5 to 10 yearsBorn abroad Born abroad

Foreign nationals In Austria for 10 years or longer

In Austria for less than 5 years

+52,488


